20	PROBLEM OF TYPES IN HISTORY
about the end of the second century,   Schultz says of
them.:
" One organism is able to take in nourishment wall-nigh
omnivorously and to assimilate it to its own nature j another with
equal persistence rejects it again with every appearance of pas-
sionate refusal. Thus essentially opposed, Origan identified
himself with one side, Tertullian with the other, Their reaction
to the Gnosis is not only characteristic of the two personalities
and their philosophy of life ; it is also fundamentally nigniftamt
of the position of the Gnosis in the mental life and religious
tendencies of that time."—(Dokwnent* &w Gnosis, J«ma 1910.)
Tertullian was born  in Carthage somewhere about
160 ajx   He was a pagan, and yielded himself to the
lascivious life of his city until about his thirty-fifth year,
when he became a Christian,   He was the author of
numerous writings, wherein his character, which is our
especial interest, unmistakably shows itself,   Clear and
distinct are his unexampled, noble-hearted sieal* hfs fire,
his passionate temperament, and the profound inwardness
of his religious understanding. He is fanatical, ingeniously
one-sided for the sake of an accepted truth, impatient* an
incomparable fighting spirit, a merciless opponent, who
sees victory only in the total annihilation of his adversary,
and his speech is like a flashing steel wielded with inhuman
mastery.   He is the creator of the Church Latin which
lasted for more than a thousand years,   He it was who
coined "the terminology of the Early Church*   ** If ad he
seized upon a point of view, then must he follow it through
to its every conclusion as though lashed by legions from
hell, even when right had long since ceased to be on his
side and all reasonable order lay mutilated before him/1
The passion of his thinking was so inexorable that again
and again he alienated himself from the very thing for
which he would have given his heart's blood,  Accordingly
his ethical code is bitter in its severity.   Martyrdom he
commanded to be sought and not shunned; he permitted

